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1. Name of Property
historic name  Amis, Rufus, House and Mill
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number State Road 1400 I_g not for publication
city, town  Virgiling Iy | vicinity
stateNorth Carolina code NC county Granville code Q077 zip code 24598
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local [X] district 7 buildings
[ public-State [ site 1 sites
1] public-Federal [ Istructure 3 structures
' D object objects

11 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
_Historic and Architectural Resources of Granville listed in the National Register _ (0

Ctanmtxr North Coronlad—no
4. Staté/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
@nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my W e prope ets dogs not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
s

T;' : [-29-&§

Legat e PPN 2
— /

Signature of certifying official 4 / Date
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[Jentered in the National Register.
[:] See continuation sheet.
] determined eligible for the National
Register. DSee continuation sheet.
[]determined not eligible for the ]
National Register.

[:]removed from the National Register.
[___]other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic—single dwelling

Domestic-single dwelling

Industry/Processing/Extraction- Vacant/not in use

manufacturing facility

Agriculture/Subsistence

_.7. Description .. ...

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)
stone (house and mill)

foundation
Gothic Revival (house) walls wood (house)
Greek Revival (house) weatherboards (mill)
Other: vernacular (mill)industrial roof metal (house. and mill)

other wood (house and mill)

brick (house)

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[x ] see continuation sheet
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Section number ___7 Page __1 DESCRIPTION

The Rufus Amis House and Mill are visible to each other
across cleared fields and a thiw frivige of woods that rises up at
the edpge of RAaron’s Creek. The mill is perched upown the steep
southern bank of the creek, eviframed to the riorth by its waters
arnd to  the east by a wmarrow brarnch that flows past the edge of
the cleared fields down towards the house and its outbuildivgs.
The race that still cuts irn bereath the mill runs west and then
south, past a frame former dwelling, terminating at the former
dam and mill pond that form the property’s western limits. The
three-and—a-half story mill has onmly orne companicorn in scale  and
size in the county and the strikivigly finished, one—and—a—-half-
story, Gothic and Greek Revival style house alss has  but  a
single, laocal, stylistic mate. The stylish house is still intact
and ivw good condition, and the enormous mill, though worn and
abandoned, is scoundy  both have seen no significant chariges over

the years.

Mawmy wof the most popular elements of the Gothic Revival
style adorrn the extericr of the house. Its ornme—and—a-half-story,
L-shaped frame is capped by six pables frirged with delicately
sawr bargeboards. Board and battern siding climbs the heavy
timbers of its walls, terminating in Gothic arches beneath the
peaks of its gables, the roof of its altered wraparcund porch and
evern the sills of its six—over—-six and two—over—two windows.
Foimted arches further crown some of its pgable windows, a few of
which are adorned with crossettes. Everi the roof did not escape
orramentation originally; traces of hexagonal wooden Shlngles are
visible berneath the present metal top.

Features common  to  the Greek, rather than the Gothic,
Revival style fiwnish the interior. Its mantels are of the simple
post and linmtel variety commor in the county and its fouwr—panel
doors  are  set into fluted suwrerounds which are, at the parlaor,
orossetted. A urusual feature is the presence of not one  but
two  boxed stairways, each leading to an uwncornnected  upstairs
[l D=1 L-shaped, the house basically conforms to a hall-parlor
plaw, with the boxed stairs climbivg from each of its  front

oS

T the eastern side of the house ["AY on accompanying sketch
mapl are a half dozern outbuildirgs. Two are mortised and teroned
arnd contemporary with the house, a smokehouse [E] topped by a
gabled vent and an icehouse [DI, later transformed into  a
striphouse, which is raised on large stornes. Eoth mirror the
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house in theiy use of board and battern siding. The other, later,
early twentieth century, frame outbuildirgs are a privy [C3, a
barn [FJ, & chicker house [BIl and a corn ovib [G].

Followivg the private enmtrarnce lane rnorth from the house,
one passes the former mill pond and dam, the easterrn edge of the
mill race [I]1 and arn abandored, late rnineteenth/early twerntieth
cerntury, former dwelling [HI. Cortivmivrg up the lane as it twrns
east, paralleling the mill race, one skirts the southern
elevation of the mill [J]. Rising three—-and—-a-half stories, the
mill’s meortised, ternored and pegged timbers are hidden  from
outside view by weatherboards and a metal gambrel roof. They are
still visible irnside, however, alovg  with the remains of
equipment that ornece twrred local grain and corn into floure, feed
ard meal.

The original wnderpivvmings of the mill, iveludirng massive,
tapered, fieldstone piers, remain in place at its north side
facing +the creeky the south elevation is supported by the bank
into which it is built. A horizontal tub wheel, the crux of the

-mill’s power system, is said to be hiddern ivn the mud washed
betweern the piers. The lonrg, deep race that fed the wheel still
cuts berneath these piers and the mill, terminating at the creek.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Inationally [y statewide [ locally
Applicable National Register Criteria IEA DB [X__]C (b

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ I8 [Jc [Ip [Je [JF [J&a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Si%nificant Dates
Architecture 1850s - 1937 850s
Agriculture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Siﬂr‘}mcam Person Architect/Builder
A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

mSee continuation sheet
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The Rufus Amis House is ocrme of only twoo sweviving Gothic
‘Revival dwellirgs in Granmville County and a rare example of a
style +that largely bypassed mid-nivneteerth domestic architecture
inm North Carcolina. (See associated Froperty Type &2 2 - Greek
Revival and Romantic Style Dwellings) Its comparnicrn mill also
has but a single, comparably scaled, mid—mineteenth mate in the
cournty and it is cve of the largest surviving mills of its era in
the eastern Piedmont. (See associated Froperty Type S9.A. -
Commercial, Irndustrial, Institutional and Religicus EBuildirngs -
Flarntaticn Era) The outbuildings that swrvive riear the house are
reminders that those whao ran the mill also farmed and evoke farm
life im the last half of the nireteenth centuwy and into the
early twentieth. Both substantial mill and stylish dwelling are
representative of the economic vibrarncy of rural Granville County
during the plantation and bright leaf tobacco eras. (See
associated Historic Corntexts 1 oamd & — The Flantation Era in
Grarnville County, 1746-1865, and BEright Leaf Tobaceo and Rural
Grarville County, 1866—-1937)

The house and mill were built for Rufus Amis (1835-1903) and
his wife, Elizabeth (1834—-1900) , proabably shortly before the

Civil War. Between 1853 and 1860 Amis acguired more tham 1300
acres of land on ARaron’s Creel, all of which may have been
associated with his dwelling and milling enterprise. [Deed RBaook

17, Fage 434 (1833) - 201 acres; Deed Book 20, Fage 129 (1858)
656 acres; Deed Book 21, Fapge 213 (1860) — 4 acresi; Deed RBook 21,
Fage 327 (18&0) - 5 acres; Deed Book 21, Page - S19 (1862 -
recording the purchase of his mother Elizabeth’s dower in 18353) -
666 acresl] A successful miller and farmer, Amis owrned 19 slaves
housed  inm four slave houses at the takinmg of the 1860 federal
CensusS. The exterior Gothic Revival and interior Greek Revival
style of the house, its heavy timber frame construction, Amis?
tenure in 1860 in the district within which it stands and the
dates when he acqguired his large tracts of land along ARaron’s
Creek indicate that the house was built inm the 1850s. Because of
the mill's heavy timber frame constructiorn, Amis’s profession as
a miller and an 1860 deed [Deed Book 21, Fage 3131 +that makes
referernce to "Amis? Mills," it is thought the mill was raised

during the same decade.

Amis’ hounse, the exteriocr of which was built inm & style
rarely seen in  the state, is clearly linked +to the” Gaothic
cottages popularized by the publications of New York architect
Andrew Jacksorn Downing. Closer to home, it is similar in  many



g:’eSB\Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
g

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
‘Continuation Sheet "

Section number __8  Page

details to the Natiornal Register—-listed Thomas Capehart House, a

cottage built in adjoining Vance County in the closing years of
the 1860s and, in gereral style, to the Joseph Be Rllen House in
southern Granville County. The interioce of the house conforms

with +the elements commor to the Greek rather tharm Gothie Revival
style in the county.

Sold by the family at the opening of the twentieth century
[Deed Book 53, Fage 4359 (1902)1, the houwse, mill, race and pond,
and the accompanying woods and fields, were purchased by Thomas
M. Talley in 1924 [Deed Book 83, Fage 32417, i whose family it
remains. He farmed the property, and a secovnd farm he owned to
the south, arnd ran the mill with his sonm, Drewery. Whewn Drewery
entered military service in the early 1940s, Thomas abandorned the
mill and it has remairned dormant ever since.

The period of significance ends at 1937 because neither the farm nor the
mill has achieved exceptional significance since that date. The area of
significance logically linked with the grist mill, '"Industry," has not been
claimed because the industrial context for the mill is not developed in this

nomination.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hays, Francis B. Unpublished collection of 135 scrapbooks on Granville County history
located at Richard H. Thornton Public Library, Oxford, N.C.

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Interview with occupants Rosa and Sue Talley, February, 1987.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public
Library, Oxford, N.C.

DSee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [X] state historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register : [_]Other State agency
[:lpreviously determined eligible by the National Register |:|Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark D Local government
D recorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # [ ]other
[Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

approximately Z4 acres

Acreage of property

UTM References
Al L Ly b b by o =30 I I NI T I I A R
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

CIIIIIIIII!IIII'I[I D’Il[illlll|||l|!ll

[&]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

DQSee continuation sheet

v

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte _ Marvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Hlstor:Lan

organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date 8/18/87

P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Officepiephone _ 919-693-1491

street & number
city or town

Oxford state  N.C. zip code _27565
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woods, | appraoximately 350 feet

UTHM_ REFERENCES

Zove Easting Northirg Zoore Eastino Mot ivig
= R 702150 4044380 = 17 7OR12G LOLLESD

H 17 701370 4045040 5 17 7Oz110 LOK4SE0
() 17 70137C 4044850 i 17 TOZEED L4O4 4560
D 17 701820 4044730 T 17 7OEE40) 4044730

E 17 701820 4044650

VEREAL EOUNDARY DESCRIFTION

Begirming at the ooint A: L7 7GR150 4044380 on the USGS
oo ly e, vhere the rortherw banic of Aaraon’s Creek is interceected
by . She eastern bank of the branch of Asororn’s  Creael, comtinuing
alowing  the viorthern bank of Aarornm’s Creek as it angles slightly
northwest approximately 500 feet to Point Bi 17 701870 4045040 on
the polygor whiere the former mill race vurming immediately below
Aaror’s  Creek tuwrens south. Cowmtimuing south in a straight line
approximately 450 feet, alorng the westerwn edge of the former mill

1~

race, to point C: 17 701370 4044850 orn the polygaorn, where the
former mill race meets Raron’s Creek as the coresk turns west,
bezing. the site of the former mill dam. Followivrg the rnorthern

barik =f Aarcrn's Creek as it meanders in a southwesterly direction
approximately 800 feet arourc the westerr border of  the former
mill pond site to poinmt D 17 701820 4044730 ow  the polygor,
where Rararn’s Oreek turns west away from the former mill  pond
éite. Cdﬂtihuiﬂg i a straight live due =zouth alorng the westerrn
edoe  of  the formay mill povid site, appraximataly 200 feet to
E: 17 701820 4044650 wn the polygov. Comtinuing ave east

' feaet alounp the scouthern edge
of trees to point

pint
in & 5%ra4ghtvlime approyimately 900
of o the former mill porid site throwugh the grove
Fro 17 702120 4044630 o the polygov,  at the edge of  the  farm
clearing.  Govbinaing in a straight linse due south approximatsly
450 feet  alonn the edpge of the wandz, o point O: 17 702110
4044560 on the  polygaon, whers the tree lire turns east.
Covtiviuing  ir & straignt line due east, alorng the edge of the
to point B 17 70E8E20 4044860 orn
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the polygor, where the tree line tuwrns north. Comtiring due
riorth in a straight line approximately 3500 feet along the edge of
the woods, wratil the tree lirne intersects with the eastern bank
of  the branch of Aaron’s Creek at point I: 17 702240 4044730 on
the polygon. Contivwing rnorth along the eastern bank of the
brarnch of Aarom’s Creek approximately 930 feet to the point of
ordigd.

EOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Approximately 24 acres that have beern a historic part of the
property, maintain historic integrity, and convey the property’s
historic setting are being rominated for the Natiomal Register.
The rominated area contains all the vital elements of the milling
operation  and farmstead includivg the dwelling, outbuildings,
former mill race, Former mill pond, and the wanly remaining
cultivated fields that date from +the property’s pericd of

significance. The remaining acreage on the property is now
woxdland, and is no longer used for farm production. Eecause
this acreage has been substantially changed so that it wo longer

contributes to the historic integrity or historie significarnce of
the property as a plantation era and bright leaf era farm, it is
mot included in the vominat o,

The rovrthern  bouwndary of the rnominated property  from  UTH

points A to B includes the mill race and a farm clearing to its
south and excludes woodland to its north. The western boundary
from UTM  points B to C includes the mill race and the farm
clearing to its east and excludes praoperty . that falls cutside of
the owner’s property lire to its west; i the abserce of tax
maps o survey maps for this property that could accurately

locate property lines, points on the USGS map that corresponded
with the former mill race were chosen as the hest alterrmative tao
delireating property lirnes. The remainder of the western and
southwestern boundary from UTM points C to Dy, D to E, and E to F
includes the site of the former mill pond and excludes  woodland.
The boundary marked by UTM points F to G, G to H, arnd H tao I
includes the cultivated field to the souwth of the house and
excludes woodland. The remainder of the eastern boundary from
UTM  point I to the point of origin ircludes the farm clearing,
dwelling house, cutbuildings, and the branch of Aaron’s Creek to
its west and excludes woodlanmd to its east.
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BOUNDARY CLARIFICATION/AMENDMENT

When the National Register nomination for the Rufus Amis House and Mill was prepared as part of
the Granville County multiple property listing in 1987, the boundaries were devised without the
benefit of tax maps or plats because none was available. Approximate distances and directions were
given verbally and graphically based upon site visits, verbal information from property owners
regarding property line locations, and examination of USGS maps.

When the parcel containing the Rufus Amis House and Mill was placed on the real estate market
recently, a survey by a registered surveyor was prepared. A comparison of the nomination site map
and the recent survey reveals that the nomination boundaries are incorrect, apparently due to an error
in locating the mill pond when the nomination was prepared. As a result of the boundaries having
been drawn incorrectly, the acreage also was calculated in error.

The purpose of this amendment is to correct the verbal boundary description, verbal boundary
justification, UTMs, and resource count. This clarification of the boundaries does not encompass any
additional resources. In the course of preparing the recent survey, however, it was discovered that

one of the contributing structures, an early twentieth-century frame chicken house cited as "B" in the
original nomination's inventory list and site map, has been destroyed. Thus, the amended resource

count should be as follows:
7 contributing buildings
1 contributing site

2 contributing structures

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated property are shown by the bold line on the accompanying survey
map prepared by Ben L. Bryan, P.A. for The Historic Preservation Foundation of North Carolina,

Inc., October 22, 1992 (file no. 1992231), drawn at a scale of 1" = 200'.

Verbal Boundary Justification

Approximately 32.65 acres of the property encompassing the Rufus Amis House and Mill maintain
historic integrity and convey the property's historic setting. The nominated area contains all the vital
elements of the.milling operation and farmstead including the dwelling, outbuildings, former mill
race, former mill pond, and the only remaining cultivated fields that date from the property's period
of signfiicance. The remaining acreage on the property is now woodland and is no longer used for

- farm production. Because this acreage has been substantially changed so that it no longer contributes
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to the historic integrity or historic significance of the property as a plantation era and bright leaf era
farm, it is not included in the nomination.

Acreage: 32.65 acres

UTM References

1. 17:701940/4045040
2. 17:702200/4044970
3. 17:702240/4044480
4. 17:701860/4044440

State Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as
amended, I hereby certify that this nomination meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets
the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my
opinion, the property meets the National Register criteria. I recommend that this
property be considered significant statewide and locally.

now> )
[Qy(\(ﬁ’dmxé~ A f/f" | S277-97

4

Signature of certifying foi%ial/Title Date

NC State Historic Preservation Officer

State Agency



" ‘ . /
36" R
. )hv, Ouf 39%?7 . 99 6@- \ . /
n 394.7' r’ '—5/ \ W, GARY FauLs . Dg“}gg‘g 40}95'UMPA53
e . N DB, 265 - 624, PBI10 <167 N, g - " P.B, 10 - /¢
> > E/EV. al My st / ' P /
> Outlet 395,5:% oty

.

\:4
;l' I’
) i

40
73.
O % ¥ 5{ T 3
O A\ NS Ny oy
49 \(\ A " |
& I\ RN
FONAN
/ Y '\
o AN
s N )
O |
Y S
5 & P
Q/ce Houyse orn %\\\ h
0@ 0 \\J
N Barn
, & Smoke House PP
. O Dwelllng . .- -
a e
% Tl
Fleld e
Q
| 30 5 acres™, Fleld E
~ RANSDELY. ’H\ g
0-272 N :
O /}' . DC: 3
5
) s
D R . 7
© L\\'\ /_ A
3 e
, b Jé - =
stoneld I R Y JJ_:‘ ﬁ \
g g \
) | o ,,Jaﬁ' 4 Y
‘)\ i Elev, qt Dam PO O Z ! % !
7,40 ho! Outlet 400, 0 VT ~ { { \ A
/ A )
R . 5 : o\ H—\“,A, '\7
5 . ' . ~ i
Woods) y : Y
5 D "’% \
7 i C oD mLL ponp - Iy A
z . § 5 ~} Al
H T. Lowery A ry ; 4 . i )
DB, I28- 416 : 5
: ]
g
:,

2
)
N
R
’
iy
:
RN
g
q
L\
L
PN /WM
N e T TN
P

1‘-»%4\ AT ~
/ \\\\/— ™ Elevation on fop o,
; . - 2 broken dam 15 g 4
P ~ * 7‘5" |
P 55" 72.273| ACRES
P s 4 8Y COORD INATE ~meTrop
\‘ . .\
g N 1552 29% "\
. loo. 55 . -

Anierdet Prandanes, (|

Pl Ande Fruse + o g
Clapntde Oteaty | Ne

i~
A N AN o e e

- / T
e

PS \Q Reex

4017 T
STONE
8

AT o~ A ——

=:§0,L2,8¢ N .
128 °262 -- -



C_O'\'sl'v":\,au’}\ﬂﬁ 80“(5'»’\352
A RU'{U;. Awiis Rouse.
- C - Early 20k CCH*J&»\"FYGMQ privy

D~ Mid wineteewth cendory
tee housa

wortise and tenon
E- Mid nindewdth contory
Pioptise and tenow smolchovse
F- Eavl 4 20tk (entory
'(‘Ya.mg l;qu\
M- Late 196/ early 20%
C(v\'km\ former frame l{WC””\j
- Rofus Awis M}

Co»&riBqumf) Site_

Cotivaled Hficddds

Aaron's\

Contribut 1y Structures .

1

B—' Eo_r'*—\ 20+ C(h'h)”“\
fame. chiclen house

G- Eavl.l 201 ce.n"u'»q

Rofus Apis
House awo ALl
Granville CoumH , NC

Bovndaries g Onsingd

'FM'MQ corn crib

T Formecr mill race

Nom\wg‘(‘\(&f\

, LA_)OOC{ S
e
f e\ race .
® |

-

DH ﬁ;;;z lane.

WOOC[S
w OOA > \
: il former
N dam
N sitel
\
! 1
prox. ,
to{:.a tign O“C'
5 topmar mill PCMC{ /
y ]
B y / ;. c
’ ik T
, L0 \
B / A % .
10 - Ny, branch of
‘ (G \\ 4 (\\ — i AO\YOV"ﬁ CY(CL’
fio: @ —
] Ii‘ L/(L_C/‘) < /( @(./J({ ,) \J */9 @ {\Mf-?‘
E . buoo (QA
- 1'=200¢f
— approx. scalg. +. /_ ‘Fielcl | wooélg

&6)()(0\/ nd o zefos
}\*VQ QM e
fQ&dmuA,C Heo \/wamo

N L_c_, (> )Lu
peos e RS
0 jﬁf'\_ ﬁ/CL;/\“—)/ ")L\ [\Z

\A/\(Du\ir\uQ_ ('.A\G

Ao ¢nten

IEYAS

lg)(pu_& H\}, Wt ﬁ\
‘_.@w GOL&M Decoon |

T

)

&

PRS-

™ a,g

&’-\” NIRRT A

LI

—

drawn l_—,«,\ Marvin A Lrown —Felsruqh,!){‘:{g.]



